
 

 

Happy New Year! 
Wishing you and your family all the best for 2018! 

 

 

On behalf of the staff of Michael Cranny Elementary School, we are 

very happy to welcome everyone back. We wish everyone good health 

and joy in the year to come.  We have much to celebrate and many 

exciting adventures ahead at MCES. 

 

 

 

Ritch McNaughton    Anna Bruno 

Principal    Vice Principal 
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Parent Information 

Roots of Empathy 

 

Mrs. Fairbarn’s class has been participating in the 
Roots of Empathy program. They have been en-
gaged and learning from baby Marcus who is now 5 
months old. The students look forward to the visits 
with baby Marcus. Baby Marcus visits with the class 
every 3 weeks which keep the students engaged 
and eager to witness the new skills that baby Mar-
cus will show at the following visits.  

 

Kindergarten Registration  

Starts January 19, 2018 

 

 

Kindergarten registration will commence on Janu-

ary 19, 2018 for the 2018-19 school year. Registra-

tion forms are available on YRDSB’s website: 

www.yrdsb.ca. Children who turn four or five 

years old during 2018, live within the school 

boundary and whose parents are public school tax 

supporters will be eligible to register for kindergar-

ten. A kindergarten information session for par-

ents is being planned for this spring. For more in-

formation please visit the YRDSB website or con-

tact your local school. 

 FDK - Scientists in Schools 

The Kindergarten classes had a visit from the “Scientists in Schools” program and participated in the, 
“I Can Be A Scientist,” morning workshop.  This workshop provided a hands-on experience in the class-
room that aligned with the FDK Ontario Curriculum Expectations. Sstudents got the opportunity to be-
come a working scientist. Students dug for dinosaur bones and made a fossil as a paleontologist, ex-
plored the weather as a meteorologist, and became an astronomer, creating their very own constella-
tion. Students also made a fish print and examined ocean specimens as a marine biologist.  
It was a fun-filled science experience for all! 
 
 

http://www.yrdsb.ca


Visitors to the School 

 

We welcome visitors and volunteers to the school. All visitors and volunteers must start their visit in the of-
fice. All visitors and volunteers are required to wear a “visitor” or “volunteer” sticker while in the school. If you 
are bringing an item for your child or picking up your child for an appointment, please come to the school of-
fice.  A staff member will contact the classroom and ensure the item is delivered, or direct your child to the 
office if you are picking up your child.  If possible, try to arrange appointments after school hours so that your 
child does not miss valuable class time. 

Please notify us in writing or by telephone if someone other than the parent/guardian will pick up your child. 
We will only release children to adults listed as emergency contacts.  

If you wish to arrange a meeting by phone or in person to speak with your child’s teacher, please call the 
school ahead of time to arrange a convenient time.  We cannot ask teachers to leave their classrooms during 
the instructional day to take a phone call or meet with a parent. If you are coming to school for a pre-
arranged appointment, please begin your visit in the office and we will notify the teacher that you have ar-
rived. 

School Council 2017-2018 

 

Our school council meetings for the 2017-2018 school year will take place on: 

Wednesday, January 17th, 2018 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 

                                               Wednesday, April 4, 2018 

                                             Thursday, May 17, 2018 

 

All Parents are welcome to join us  

in the library at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The MCES Cobras are having another exciting year playing Junior Mixed Volleyball. Students 

practice 3 times a week, getting better each time while having fun and, for many, learning a 

fairly new sport. Coaches Mr. Milette, Ms. Osborne, Mrs. Speers, and Mrs. Fairbarn have already seen some 

major improvements with all of the players. For any of the 60+ students who tried out for the team, it is rec-

ommend that you continue to practice when you can and to try out for next year's Volleyball Teams. Parents 

and siblings can also help by practicing at home or at the community center. Volleyball helps with coopera-

tion, physical strength, and social skills, which includes communication. We look forward to practice games 

against Discovery P.S., Mackenzie Glen P.S., and especially the areas tournament January 29th. Overall, this 

has already been a great year and we are really proud of everyone on the team for their hard work! Let’s Go 

Cobras!   
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Parent Information 

Junior Mixed Volleyball 
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All our students will be ex-
pected to be outside before, 
during and after school in all 
weather conditions (i.e., rain or 
shine, snow or heat).  Students 
need to come to school 
dressed to play outside during 
recesses.  Boots (for rain or 
snow), rain jackets, hats, mitts, scarves and snow 
pants will help make recess an enjoyable time.  It is 
advisable for children to keep extra pants and socks 
at school in case they get wet. To avoid adding to our 
clothing collection in the Lost and Found Bin, please 
be sure to label all articles of clothing. 

 

 

Parent Information 

If the condition of the roads necessitates the cancel-
lation of bus service, local radio stations will be in-
formed as early as possible and will broadcast this 
information to the community. Please be advised 
that if buses are cancelled in the morning they 
will not run after school—regardless of the 
weather. Review your plans as to what your chil-
dren will do in the event of late buses or cancella-
tions. The following radio stations announce cancel-
lations:   

AM 590      AM 640        AM 680      AM 1010    AM1050 AM 
1530    AM 1540     FM 88.5      FM 90.3     FM 92.5     FM 
93.1     FM 97.3      FM 98.1      FM 99.9      FM 100.7    

FM 104.5   FM 107.1    

 

You can also go to 
www.schoolbuscity.com 

 

Weather Conditions   Dress Warmly for Cold Weather   

Peace Tree Conference 

On November 9, a few students in grades 5 and 6 attended the 10th annual Peace Tree Conference at 
Maple High School. We attended different workshops and learned many different things. We learned 
about the First Nations Grandfather teachings which are wisdom, love, respect, bravery, honesty, hu-
mility and truth. These teachings are  to teach you how to treat others and how to act in the world. We 
also learned about the medicine wheel, which has four different colours which represent the different 
seasons and how we go through emotions like the seasons. Then we learned that it is important to lis-
ten to other people’s ideas by listening to their rhythms in a Peace Rhythm workshop. If we listen to 
other people’s rhythms and ideas, there won’t be arguments or fights. Instead, there will be peace. 
Finally, we learned about the importance of seeking happiness, and that the way we act affects people. 
We learned the difference between heartfulness and heartlessness and how our allies can help us dur-
ing challenging times. We learned about disabilities, and that not all disabilities can be seen. 
A few things we would like to bring back to the school would be the Seeds of Peace we created with all 
of the students at the conference: 
P-ositivity 
E-quality 
A-ttitude 
C-haracter 
E-mpathy 
We hope you will help us spread what we learned! 

http://www.schoolbuscity.com
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In December, Ms. Speers and Mr. Milette’s classes continued their Cranny Cares initiative and got creative 
with making beautiful winter artwork for their Grandpals at the Maple Health Centre. They wanted to put 
smiles on their faces and boost their holiday spirit! They have decorated the centre with the stu-
dent/grandpal artwork and we have heard reports that it’s helping to make their home feel more festive. It 
feels great to give back to our community and see the happiness our kindness brings to others. Great Job 
Cranny students and staff! 

 

Parent Information 

Cranny Cares - Maple Health Centre Update 

Grade 7 Historical Wax Museum 

After weeks of preparation, the MCES Grade 7’s put on an outstanding Wax Museum performance, 
and we would like to show our appreciation towards everyone who contributed and took interest to 
come and visit us. To complete this task, we utilized our time to get together with our partners (since 
we were all in different classes) and got to bond with someone new! Though it was quite nerve-
wracking, we managed to stay in character as the visitors took a walk through. We would like to thank 
the classes for being so thoughtful and showing such interest in all of the hard work and effort that 
went into it. Also, none of this would have happened without the never-ending support of our staff 
and teachers. We have worked hard for the final performance and are glad with how impressed every-
one was. Overall, the 2017 MCES Historical Wax Museum performance was a huge success, and we 
would like to thank everyone for the amazing experience. 
- Esther H.  



Student Leadership Team Gets a Surprise! 

This month, teachers surprised the student leadership team with a breakout session to promote team build-
ing. The teachers brought the students to the backstage of the gym, where they were greeted with a chal-
lenge. Students had 45 minutes to open four locks using clues, to break out of the room. Once they deter-
mined the code to the third lock, they were so excited that they dropped the fourth lock and accidentally 
broke it. Respectfully, they were named the “Code Breakers, Literally”. It was a great opportunity for team-
building and cooperation.  

MCES Student Leadership Team  
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Parent Information 

Maple High School Computer Science Workshop 

On December 14th, students from the Maple High School Computer Science program came in to teach us 
about coding languages and the functions behind them. Anyone who was interested was able to attend, re-
gardless of their level. The grade 10 students were going around and telling us about different commands and 
ways to program. The beginner coders started off by using Google Scratch and JavaScript, while more ad-
vanced students extended their knowledge by starting to program in languages such as Python and Java. 
There were other resources to be explored, not just coding , and many students used the various robotics 
technologies that Mr. Milette and the Modern Learning team at Michael Cranny has accumulated. Cranny stu-
dents can now take their learning back to the classroom by incorporating coding into school projects, class-
room games, and so much more! This was an incredible experience and we hope to continue learning and ex-
ploring about aspects of programming and computer science. 
- Ameya S. 



Parent Information 
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G.I.V.E.—Free Parent Program 

 



Will your child be late or absent? 

Be sure to call the school before 8:10 a.m. to let us know.   

You can also leave a                         

message anytime at                      

(905) 832-4922                                      

in the attendance mailbox. 

Parent Information 
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 Family Math Tips 



Parent Information 
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Family Math Tips con’t... 



Parent Information 
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Arts at Baythorn P.S. 

Learning the Ontario curriculum through the Arts? 

If so, the York Region District School Board offers an Elementary Integrated Arts Program at Baythorn Pub-
lic School. If you are currently in grades four or five you may apply for the arts@baythorn program, where 
you will have the opportunity to explore the disciplines of Dance, Drama, Visual Arts, and Music in 
a cooperative learning environment.  

 

To learn more about the arts@baythorn program,  

you and your family are invited to attend an information evening  

at Baythorn Public School on 

Thursday, January 18, 2018 @ 6:30 p.m.  

 

Applications will be available online after the January 18th, 2018 info night. 

If you require further information, please call us at:  

Baythorn Public School 

(905) 889-7992.  

Principal                     Vice Principal 

Kate Kurek                  Meytal Daniels 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/ReusableContent/bit.ly/arts_application2018


Parent Information 
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Equity and Inclusivity Advisory Committee Information 



Parent Information 
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Equity and Inclusivity Advisory Committee Information 



Parent Information 
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Positive Parenting Workshop 


